
Photographer Biography Poster Project 
 

1. Berenice Abbot - architectural studies of NYC in the 1930’s 
2. Robert Adams - documented environmental destruction of the American West in late 20th century 
3. Manuel Alvarez Bravo - cultural and surreal imagery from Mexico 
4. Eugene Atget - documentary photos of Paris architecture in early 20th century 
5. Karl Blossfeldt - Early 20th century magnified photos of plants, surreal, and Art Noveau photography 
6. Margaret Bourke-White - Photojournalist who took some of the first photos of Nazi concentration camps 
7. Bill Brandt - surrealist and working class images in Britain 1930 - 60  
8. Brassai - after dark in Paris between the wars 
9. Julia Margaret Cameron - Victorian portraits, soft focus, early days of photography 
10. Alvin Langdon Coburn - pioneer of abstract photography with his “Vortographs” 
11. Imogen Cunningham - American modernist, best known for close-ups of flowers and plants 
12. Roy DeCarava - documenting the African-American experience and its cultural icons 
13. Walker Evans - imagery of American society during the Great Depresssion 
14. Roger Fenton - the first war photographer: Crimea in the 1850’s 
15. Lee Friedlander - contemporary, humorous, visually exciting 
16. John Gutmann - 1930’s America but NOT the Great Depression, precursor of 1950’s street photography 
17. Lewis Hine - activist documentary work from early 20th century, Ellis Island, child labor sweatshops 
18. Yousuf Karsh - Canadian portrait master, some of the iconic portraits of world leaders 1940 - 60’s 
19. Andre Kertesz - Eastern Europe to Paris to NY, surrealist imagery to street photography 
20. William Klein - New York street photography in the mid-50’s 
21. Dorothea Lange - documented American poor during the Great Depression 
22. Jacques-Henri Lartigue - a child photographer, exuberance and delight, France pre-WWI 
23. Clarence John Laughlin - haunting images of abandoned cotton plantations, cemeteries in New Orleans 
24. Helen Levitt - street photography from early 1940’s NYC 
25. Lisette Model - an important pioneer in street photography and portraits from the edge 
26. Tina Modotti - revolutionary images from 1920’s Mexico 
27. Arnold Newman - one of the greatest portrait-makers in the history of photography 
28. Gordon Parks - documented post-WWI African-American experience, people, icons of Civil Rights Era 
29. Irving Penn - fashion and portrait photographer 
30. Jacob Riis - used photography to crusade against poverty in early 20th Century NYC slums 
31. Alexander Rodchenko - 1920 - 30’s Russian formalist, odd angles, new ways of looking 
32. Eugene Smith - documentary photography with a moral edge - the King of the Photo Essay 
33. Frederick Sommer - Surrealist imagery from realist content 
34. Edward Steichen - pioneer in pictorialism before moving on to fashion photography. 
35. Alfred Stieglitz - “Prophet of Photography as an Art Form” 
36. Paul Strand - Pioneer of Straight Photography 
37. Max Waldman - celebrating theatre and dance 
38. Carleton E. Watkins - landscape photographer of the American West in the 1800’s 
39. Edward Weston - landscapes, portraits, still lifes, all done in realist manner 
40. Minor White - cofounder with Ansel Adams of the Zone System, educator 
41. Garry Winogrand - compulsive street photographer, imagery is edgy, disorienting 
42. Lothar Wolleh - a master of the portrait, featuring photographs of modern artist 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Project Guidelines 
 

1. Choose an photographer from the list above for your project. Do an image search for the 
photographer’s work before you decide, and choose someone whose work speaks to 
you on some level. You may not choose the same photographer as a classmate - first 
come, first serve choice! 

 
2. Research your chosen photographer. Look for reliable sources that you can cite for your 

project. Make a list of the sources you choose to use in your notebook, including the 
URL, name of the source, and name of the author.  

○ Take NOTES for the project in your CLASS NOTEBOOK under the source 
citation - this is part of your grade.  

○ Do not copy and paste the information from a website onto your poster! It should 
be in your own words, from the notes you wrote down.  

 
3. Information you MUST include in your poster: 

○ Biography paragraph about their early life, the time period of their life 
○ When, how and why the photographer began taking photographs 
○ The main subject matter of the photographer’s work (might be more 1) 
○ Time period (dates) of their most famous work 
○ Why this photographer is important in the history of photography 
○ AT LEAST 3 images of the photographer’s work.  

■ MAKE SURE THEY ARE ACTUALLY BY THE PHOTOGRAPHER - you 
can’t rely on the information in the Google Image search results page. Go 
to the source and make sure you get the correct name of the work and 
that it is attributed to the photographer you have chosen. 

 
4. Presentation of your poster to the class is part of your grade. You may create notecards 

to help you present if you wish.  
 

 
5. Aesthetics  

○ Make your poster design attractive and as professional as possible in 
appearance. You will use Photoshop to create the poster, which will be 11x14” in 
size.  

○ Look for the highest quality photos possible to save to your class folder on the 
computer. You will use these found images to create an appealing visual design 
for the poster, so you want them to be the largest photos possible.  

 
 
 

 
 


